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2017 Property Value Study Preliminary Findings Released by
Comptroller of Public Accounts’ Property Tax Assistance
Division
The Comal Appraisal District, through the Board Chairman, Dan K. Krueger, along with the Chief
Appraiser Rufino H. Lozano, is proud to announce that the District is within the Texas Comptroller of
Public Accounts value confidence for 2017. The Property Tax Assistance Division (PTAD) recently
announced that the Comptroller’s Property Value Study (PVS) preliminary findings were certified to the
Commissioner of Education on January 31, 2018, with the Comal Appraisal District receiving an overall
value ratio of 98%.
The Comptroller of Public Accounts’ Property Tax Assistance Division (PTAD) conducts the PVS to
estimate a school district’s taxable property value. In conducting the PVS, PTAD analyzes certain
property categories, according to generally accepted sampling and statistical techniques, to estimate
their legally required value, which is usually market value. Certain property, including industrial
property, special inventory property, taxable non‐business personal property and most property
categories with 5 percent or less than a school district’s tested categories’ value, is excluded from the
PVS.
The primary purpose of the PVS is to help ensure equitable distribution of state funding for public
education. Texas funds public education through state and local funds. Local funding comes from
property taxes. The chief appraiser of each county appraisal district (CAD) determines local property
values and school districts set tax rates that determine the amount of local tax revenue. Texas bases its
funding on the total taxable property value within each school district, as determined by the PVS.
School districts may use the PVS to monitor the performance of their CADs. Consulting the PVS and
working regularly with the CAD will help ensure that values are uniform and as close to market as
possible.
The Legislature requires an independent estimate of taxable property value in each school district to
ensure fair school funding. The State determines this independent estimate through the PVS by
adjusting school district appraisal roll values to market value. If the locally appraised value in a school
district (local value) is within an acceptable range of the adjusted value (state value), PTAD certifies the
local value to the Commissioner of Education. If the local value is outside the acceptable range, PTAD
certifies the state value when the school district is eligible for a grace period—a period during which
state law allows local value to be used even though the school district’s property values are not at
market value. The grace period is intended to help a school district avoid the loss of funding that usually
results when state funding is based on state value.
The results of the PVS can affect a school district’s state funding. The Commissioner of Education uses
the PVS to ensure equitable distribution of education funds so school districts have roughly the same
number of dollars to spend per student, regardless of the school district’s property wealth. In very
general terms, school districts with less taxable property value per student receive more state dollars for
each pupil than school districts with more value per student. The Education Code describes how the
Commissioner of Education uses the findings of the PVS in the school funding formula to determine

state aid. For questions about state aid or the funding formula, contact the Texas Education Agency
(TEA).
The secondary purpose of the PVS is to collect data to provide taxpayers, school districts, CADs and the
Legislature with measures of CAD performance. Texas Property Tax Code Section 5.10 requires the
Comptroller’s office to measure CAD performance at least once every two years and to publish the
results. PTAD measures the level and uniformity of property tax appraisals using data collected in the
school district ratio study. The level of appraisal shows whether the CAD has appraised properties at
100 percent of the legally required level—normally the market value. The uniformity of appraisal
indicates how much the percentage of market value varies from property to property.
To learn more about the 2017 Property Value Study and to see detailed information on how your
appraisal districts performed, visit the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts website at
https://comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property‐tax/pvs/2017p/index.php. The following are excerpts of
the preliminary findings reports for the Comal Appraisal District:

